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of America, including section 301 of title 3
of the United States Code, I hereby delegate
to you the functions vested in me by section
646 of the ORBIT Act (Public Law 106–180),
relating to submission of annual reports to
the appropriate congressional committees re-
garding the privatization of intergovern-
mental satellite organizations. The authority
delegated by the memorandum may be fur-
ther redelegated within the Department of
State.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 28, 2000]

NOTE: This memorandum will be published in the
Federal Register on August 29.

Statement on Welfare Reform
August 22, 2000

On August 22, 1996, I signed landmark bi-
partisan welfare reform legislation, trans-
forming our Nation’s welfare system into one
that requires work for time-limited assist-
ance. Four years later we see strong evidence
that this historic change is working: welfare
caseloads have been cut in half; a record pro-
portion of people on welfare are working;
and the businesses in the Welfare to Work
Partnership alone have hired more than one
million people off welfare.

New data released today show that welfare
rolls are just half of what they were 4 years
ago, and the percentage of Americans on
welfare is at the lowest level in 35 years. My
administration will send a report to Congress
today that shows all States have met the wel-
fare reform law’s overall work requirements
in 1999. Moreover, individuals remaining on
welfare are nearly 5 times more likely to be
working than they were in 1992.

I am pleased that since its launch at the
White House in May 1997, the Welfare to
Work Partnership has enlisted more than
20,000 businesses who have hired an esti-
mated 1.1 million former welfare recipients.
As many of these companies have learned,
welfare recipients are productive workers
who want a hand up, not a handout. With

Vice President Gore’s leadership, the Fed-
eral Government has also done its part, hir-
ing nearly 50,000 former welfare recipients
at a time when the Federal Government is
the smallest it has been in 40 years.

In 4 short years, we have seen a new em-
phasis on work and responsibility, as welfare
recipients themselves have risen to the chal-
lenge and made welfare what it was meant
to be: a second chance, not a way of life.
As we celebrate how far we’ve come, we
must not forget that there is still more to
do. Working together, we must build on our
progress and help even more families be-
come self-sufficient. That is why I am chal-
lenging the Welfare to Work Partnership to
link even more welfare recipients, commu-
nity-based organizations, and employers in
communities around the Nation—helping
more businesses find qualified workers and
more welfare recipients and other new work-
ers succeed in our booming economy. I urge
State and local officials to use the resources
and flexibility provided through welfare re-
form to invest in supports for both current
recipients and low income working families.
And I call on Congress to join me in pro-
moting work and responsibility by enacting
my budget proposals to make work pay, en-
courage savings, promote responsible father-
hood, and expand access to child care, hous-
ing, transportation, and health care.

Remarks at a Reception for
Representative Debbie Stabenow
in Bingham Farms, Michigan

August 22, 2000

Thank you very, very much. I want to
begin by saying thank you to Brian and
Jennifer for opening their home. This is such
a beautiful place. And the backyard is won-
derful, and the weather has cooperated. It’s
an omen, Debbie.

I want to thank Senator Carl Levin for
being here. I wish I could tell you all the
times over the last 8 years that I have seen
Carl Levin time and time again stand up on
the floor of the Senate and do the right thing,
not only for Michigan but for the people of
the United States. He is a magnificent
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